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COLOR PAGE: Typical of other Honda products, Z is beautifully finished and waterproofed
and just wouldn't stop in extended test over wet period — even when water was running to
the wheeglarch tops. Below: Interior is immaculately appointed for the price and size of the
vehicle, and even tall drivers are comfortable.

only 360cc does sometimes get pressed
home rather hard.

After the car had been to the test
strip for acceleration figures the fact
was firmly embedded. Well not too
firmly because as the traffic got
thicker our estimation of the Z went
up proportionately.

The Z-machine thrives in traffic jams,
it loves traffic lights and the nose has 2
parking-space-seeking mechanism. In
these conditions ali you need is 360cc.
It provides more than enough
performance for the job.

We were aware of the Z's ability to
handle traffic but decided to check
anyway. All MM's tests come with the
futlest performance figures but they
weren't complete enough for this job.
Our lowest acceleration figure is 30
mph, and we found vou just don't
reach 30 mph most of the time in the
traffic.

The Honda Z will hit 3G in 7.1
seconds which is pretty slow, but more
than enough for city traffic. We went
out in the traffic, caught as many red
lights as we could and measured the

got to be kidding!" They're not.

The Honda Z 360's tach is
red-lined at 8500 rpm and the red
sector runs to 10,000 — above that
and the engine is literally in the laps of
the gods.

Passer-by reaction to the Z-machine
is always a mixture, of amused
incredulity but when they poke inside
it and see the tach they do a big
double take. First of all the looks grab
them, then the paint job and finally
the interior.

The inside looks like a reat GT -
black reclining bucket seats, a
no-nonsence dash with a three-spoked
steering wheel and finally the tach, It
seems to scream at you eight thousand
five hundred revs per minute,— as high
as a Formula One car.-But the secret is
Honda's ability to drag every last horse
out of 360cc.

The little donkey is producing 31
horses — nearly one horse per 10cc.
About the same ratio as a standard
Holden 202 CID donk producing more
than 300 horses. Really wild.

\EiGHT and a half thou' — they've
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interior.

But for all that, it's stili the most
economical car we've tested so far. An
incredible 63 mpg for city running was
the best we recorded for the little car!

As all constant MODERN MOTOR
readers know, the Honda Z is basically
the Scamp with a groovy body. Al the
internal mechanical parts are the same
— just the passenger compariment has
been redesigned.

The Scamp is a cheeky little bomb
but the new Z-machine takes the
impudence stakes hy a long nose.

Even the dealers selling them do 5o
with a smile on their face. They are
known within the companies as "Z
cars''.

This is probably nothing more than
an easy designation for the machine.
Remember, Honda are really big bike
makers, and the name “car” is used to
differentiate the product from the
usual two-wheeters they sell.

But one does suspect the old TV
series title is being used in vain.

It is easy to get carried away with the
Z's looks when it is standing still. On
the move, however, the fact that it is

A TINY PRICE, incredible fuel econamy,
spunky city performance, uftimate
“parkability” and low running costs are

the practical considerations — but this hot
little Z-Car will probably win more sales for
its cheeky good looks and its race-driver

acceleration time of the pack to 30
mph from the time it moved off.

The best Sydney traffic could come
up with was 8.5 secs. to 30 and it
often took 30-40 seconds to reach that
figure. The average "quick start’” from
the lights was 12.8 secs. — hardly a
shattering time and no trouble for the
Z to beat.

Several times we were at the front of
the traffic lane and dragged off the
pack with ease. Anybody not buying a
Z for it's supposed lack of
performance in the city certainly has
no reason. The Honda Z is a lot beiter
than the fastest of city traffic streams. -

It doesn't work too well in the
country however, because 360cc is just
toc small for tackling hills, trucks etc.
Planting your foot at 60 mph produces
nothing. [t will stowly gather speed
from there on but it is very slow.

It's OK in Sunday traffic with a
fairly slow speed and no opportunities
to pass anyway, but otherwise it
bombs out on the open road for
passing manoeuvres.

Used strictly for commuting or
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shopping, the Z is a winner. The back
window opens upwards like a station
wagon giving access to a spacious boot
(once the back seat is folded down)
which makes it a very good shopping
car.

The Honda will take two people in
great comfort together with a lot of
fuggage or groceries at a good speed all
over the city with exceilent economy.
In other words it is a City Tourer, or
CT for short,

Like the GT, the Honda Z CT fulfills
its design purpose perfectly. it is a
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Warranly:

defective materiais,

Sexvice:

and maintenance service. Materialy
chargeable.
1-10 Services

Approximate costs are:
Oil change every 3000 miles (4800 km)
N chassis lubriration

Spare Parts Cost Breakdown:

Windsereen — laminated ..., .. .. ,

WARRANTY, INSURANCE, MAINTENANCE,

.............. $55.56
.............. 861.10 -
.............. 369,80

Six months or 6000 miles, Covers ull parts and labor charges for
components  or I
components from ouiside suppliers such as batteries ele.

AService . ... e s e . . 3
This covers the first 600 miles (960 km) and includes lubrication

These are lubrieation snd mainienance services covering the period
from 3000 miles (4800 k) to 360,000 miles (48,000 km), These are
fully chargeable ineluding jabor, materials and replicement parts.

Labor $16.00-823.00 (2.6 hours to 3.5 hours) plus parts.

Cluteh plate ., .. ... . i
Brake pads ... ... e

Shock absorber front (oL L b
Shock absorberrear ... .. .o e

Tail lamp u:%a.embig* e
Heuadlamp assembiv . .o v v ve v ornne-

fairty nominal two-plus-two with yoom
in the back seat for two children or an
adult sitting sideways. Stuffing four
adults in is a fairly cramped business
for all concerned.

With two in, the situation changes
completely. Both people can adjust
the seatbacks into comforiable
positions, have lois of legroom and
settle down in comfort for the traffic
jams. An average sized driver can
adopt a semi-racer position with
straight arm driving.

Once comfortable, the driver has
everything within reach with the
seatbelts done up. The washer/wipers
are on a stalk to the left of the wheel,

the indicators/dipper in a stalk to the
right and the light switch on the dash
just inches forward of the wheel.

The choke is on the left a little lower
down and the ventiation controls just
to the left of it. Beside the ventilation:
controls, {which coensists of two slide
knohs) is # two speed blower. The
only real stretch is to reach the heater
lever which is in the passenger’s
footwell. The driver can reach it by
slipping out of the diagonal belt but it
is too far away for comfort and safety.

Because the engine is air-cooled,
turning on the heater provides instant
heat. Considering the price of the car,
it is a wonder there is a heater

Color range (upholstery colors in bracke ts) .
Tack White (black), Pule Blue (black), Pop Orvange (black), Poplar °

Green (black), Caroline Yellow (black), Light Crimson (black).

Quoted rates are for driver over 25 with 60 percent no-claim bonus,
and where ihe car is under hire purchase. This is the minimum
premium level - decreasing rales of experience and lower age groups
may have varying excesses and possible premium loadings.
Non-tariff companies .. ... ... .00
Tariff cOMPANICS .., oo i e s
NRMA

Manufacturer
Make/Model
Bady type . .

Max, torgue ..

-

ied

plus one fally opendoor ... ... ... caLL7 13500, (221.2 em) .

RUNNING COSTS

Registration: Minimum garage width:
{neluding third parly ($30.15) and stamp duty .. c.ovn ot $62.30 Measured car widih,
Insurance:

ROAD TEST DATA — SPECIFICATIONS

worlmanship. Inclades  PHOE PRI - $1799

Test ear supplied by: Bennett Honda Piy. Lid.. 286 Princes
Highway, Banksia and Briun Collins Motors Pty. Lid., 82 Church
Street, Parramatia.
Miteage start/finish .. ... ... . ... . ... BOHZ00, HO011040, 11/210

................. Free

{oils and lubricanis}) are ENGINE
Cylinders . ..o i e e e e e e e Two, in line
Bore x styoke ........ ... 2,46 in. x 2.28 in, (62,5 x 57.8 mm)
Capacity o vuvreerarnaans e e 354 ec (21.6 cu.in,)
COMPIESSION L L.t e i e 85t01
ASPITAbion . ... L Single sidedraft
Fuel pUmp . .- s ce i msncaasaranrens e, Electrie
Fuel recommended .. .. 0 i i i e 104 Octane
Walve BCAT o ot v v m s it e h s :
Max. power {(grossy . ... .. e e s 31 bhp @ B500 rpm

................ 24 th.{t. (3.3 kg.m) @ 5500 rpm

............... 3.74
ROCIIISOR It 283 TRANSMISSION : :
R 5.88 Typel/localions ... Four speed manual, all syncro, dash-mounted-
................. 2.96 Clutchtypo_....................._...............;....sdp
e 0.24 Gear Divect Ratio Qveralt Ratio MPH/100G0 (KPH)
..... 7.09 1sL 2.4% .2 2. 4.1
2ad 1.565 14,04 4.1 6.5
e $28.94 3rd 967 5,703 6.6 10.5
................ $8.56 4th BB 6,075 9.5 15.2



although it is faw. Unfortunately it has
onty two heats, off and on. On is very
hot — enough in fact to make people
with bare feet uncomfortable. Turning
on the blower lessens the intensity of
the heat.

You get electric windscreen washers
which is also amazing considering the
price. So are the reclining seats and
face level fresh air. All these little
extras add up to the making of quite a
luxurious little car.

We drove four examples of the Z —
three had annoying rattles from the
plastic dash (something loose) and the
fourth had almost no interior noise.
But the engine is quite noisy when

revved hard. Because it is all-alloy you
can hear almost everything.

The Z-machine is only 11 inches
longer than the wheelbase of the HQ
Kingswood which means there is a fair
degree of pitch in the car over rough
roads, On our toughest roads, the
bonnet bobs up and down like a small
dingy in a rough sea but that is the
penalty for being small.

Cn corrugated surfaces, the
suspension occasionafly runs out of
travet, It does handle very rough
conditions well though. It has good
ground clearance and the front wheel
drive does its usual haul-you-through-
anything thing.

Handling manners all around are
good with the lack of power limiting
your cornering speeds. It understeers
gently in most conditions with only an
odd tendency to run straight ahead in
very extreme circumstances. This is
accentuated by the very hard Japanese
tyres fitted to the car.

Nobody is ever going to accuse the Z
of being run-of-the-mill. Somebody

goofed in ordering the cars because the
first few months after their arrival you
couldn't get one for love or money.
During our test we saw only three
others on the road; this, resulied in
waving, horn tooting and general o/de
time sports car antics.

CHASSIS AND BODY PERFORMANCE
S - L2 L LR T Unitary
Dlsinbunnn FrOnbITERY o+ er e eenenannn 64 perceni/36 percent ;I‘v‘i;tdc?‘:“_h_tf?n_s‘ forperformance flgures ?“te‘d‘t}:"‘f‘: T g‘:f‘:&m
Kerb weight ... o v 1157 1b (b 26 ke) HUumidily . oot ottt a it e n e 60 percent
glm% L3 < - T 60 ﬁegtrcea,
LR -1 S otmix
SUSPENSION Top speed, average ................. 74,1 (1nd1cated) (118 kph)
Front ....... McPherson struis with coil springs and anti-sway bar bestrun.......... .00l 75 {indicated) (120 kph)
REAT 4 v e it cea e ea i Rigid axle, sem: elliptic leaf springs Standing Quarter Ml!E AVELAPE . . v v i e v e ie v 45,4 secs.
Shock absorbers ... L. i e i Telescopic Bestran . ... i iarn s 24.8 secs.
Wheels . .. ... i i s e e e X
TUIOS o (e it e e oneeaee st iy o 4PR x 10
PYCSSUTES o 2 o v s vs vas oo 23 b frontll'? 1b rear
STEERING
354 2. Raclt and plmon
Turns loek to foek . ... L. oo i i s 3
Wheeldiameter o, .. . v eeeieeanenannnn 14 75 in. (37.5 cm) 2nd 32 51.2
Turning circle, between kerbs ... ... .. ... 5. 30 ft. 8 in. (9.5 m) 3rd 51 81.6
, between walls ............. 2111, 10 in. (10,2 m) 4th 85 104.0
Acceleration holding gears
BRAKES ’ 20-40 :135)66 géhcl
P ottt it it e Drum front and rear 50.50 10°9 220
g » 02 ey
el consumptlion .. .. ...t it aa et taanas ee tex
DIMENSIONS Average for iest 40 mpg (14.2 kpl)
Wheelbase .. ..ot ie i enan i 4 em) Best recorded . .... .. (22.2 kpl}
Track, fmnt, ................ . g cm; City average ... ..., cueuireranancraaann 20.0
.......... .5 cm
Overall len(fth .. .9 cm) Braking: Five crash stops from 60 mph.
9 cm) Stop G Pedal
height .. 0 cm}) 1 B0 80 psi
Ground clearance .2 em) 2 80 70 psi
Overhang, front . .2 em) 3 .90 90 psi
Teur . . 5 em) 4 .90 85 psi
g(} 0 h 90 80 psi 1.5
3R 42+ + Y .
EQUIPMENT 0 I T O S 3.4
Battery . ... el 12V 35 AB .
Headlamps, . i SIlli2V B0/a0 W Caleutated Data:
Jacking poinis © 1110 0 Il IIIIIIIIITIT Four points on axles Bhp/ton . ... e e Jton
Piston speed at Max YPIM . . .« oo v v emuas 3230 {t/min (984 m min}
CAPACITIES Speedo Corrections:
Fuel tank ... innriunsnnanneans 6.9 gallons (26 litres 30 40 50 690
Engine sump (inecluding ransmission} .. ....... 5 gints (2(.81 ]itres; 27.6 35.4 44.0 53.8
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BIG tail-gate gives good access ia' rear “boot’ and back seat — making it an ideal shopping

car. Tiny spare stows away In neat compartment with jack handle clipped in fid.

Very few tests cars have attracted as
much attention as the Honda Z, In one
case three long hairs siarted cheering.
So if you want to be inconspicuous
don'tgeta 2. .

Many pecple expressed doubts sbout
the iife of the engine. According to
Max Short, a mechanic at Brian
Coliins, who races the Honda engines
in midgets, thrashing the 360cc from
day one and giving it hell as often as
you can, the minimum life will be
about 25,000 when all you will need is
a new set of rings!

Briven in a sane fashion this $50 bl

won't come until 40,000 — 50,000.
The maintenance bill should come to
about $5 per 1000 miles which I8
pretty good.

The biggest money savings will come
from the fuel economy. In a 200 mile
run between tank fills we recorded
slightly befter than 40 wmiles ig the
gailon. These miles included our
exhaustive performance testing which
usually knocks the economy figures
way down.

The Japanese are getting very
concerned about pollution and are
working hard on keeping the levels
down. They found that keeping a high
pressure up in the fuel lines to the carb
ensures a more accurate injection of
fue! so they generally fit either a
two-way system as on the Datsun
240C or a very high pressure ong-way
line — the Z has the latter, 3

Unfortunatety for us at MM% this
means the carb Is set to operate’only
on these high pressures and our testing
gear does not provide the neccessary
pressure. This totally eliminated our
constant speed fuel checks. instead,
we resorted 1o accurate single galion
consumption tests.

We ran all our tests in the cily where
we weni for 63 miles on one gaiton of
gas. The average speed was 23 mph in
Saturday afterncon traffic. in normal
week-day condifions this dropped to
58 mpyg — hardly uneconomical!
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if you were really careful, you couid
probably get 70 miles out of a galion
because on several poinis in the drive
we had to resort to pulling up long

‘hills at 7000 rpm in second to avoid

causing a traffic jam. 1t is on hills that
the 360cc becomes noticeable when
you may be reduced fo crawling up it
in first.

This doesn’t aid economy. Normal
running should produce a figure of 45
— 50 mpg without any strain,

Buying the car on the normal
minimurn deposit of about $350 you
will have to pay $14 per week over
three years which includes registration
insurance (based on a first-dime
owner), pre-delivery and stamp duty.
Your running costs will be for running
250 miles o week:

Gas ot i e e $2.50
Routine Maintenance ........ $1.25
Tyrewsar .. ... .o, $1.22
Depreciation . ....... .. .. -..53.80

Jotal ....... Fe st e $8.87

This hrings the total costs-perweek
for the first year to $22.87 per week
or $1187 per year or roughly nine
cents per mile based over 12,000
miles,

{Tyres were assurned to run 12,000
miles for four at $11 each, and
depreciation at sbout $300. We also
assumed no mechanical break-downs
after the first 6000 miles when the
warranty ran out).

From now on, all MM tests will he
including a cost break-dewn and we
will bet that the Honda will be the
standard for economy for a long time
o come. «

It may seem a lot of money to pay,
but motoring costs are a lot higher
than mosi people think.

For your money, you do get a very
good shopping car, city commuter or
simple economy fun car,

Happiness is surely a Honda. ]

WATERCOOLED HONDA Z |

¥ thought we could relax —

§ now that the “'show” is over.

¥ A call from Honda broke

our franquility. A friendly voice on

the other side of the line casually

informed me that his company was
upciating the Scamp Z.

The Scamp Z? My God, the car
hasn't been with us that fong. | rushed
over o one of many Honda garages in
town.

They didn’t look very different from
the cheeky coupe as we knew if,
except for a larger grille.

The grille hid s water radistor, and
the watercocled plain bearing iwin,
fransplanted from the Life
sedzn/wagon range!

Yes, the 2 is now watercooled,
except for the export Z600 version.
You may remember that the Life
engine features a forged fingle piece
crankshaft supported by three plain

 bearings, cogged Himing bel, novel

dynamic balance shafis, and is mated
to an "in-line'" transmission which
consists of single dry plate cluich and
four-speed all-syncra gearbox,

The watercooled Z engine comes in
two stages of tune, single two-barrel
downdraff carburetter version putting
out a mild 31 bhp at 8500 rpm, and
twin CV sidedraft carb unit with a
wilder camshaft pumping out 36 bhp
at 9000 rpm.

The former GS model has been

: . replaced by the new GTL, which gets a

new five-speed gearbox with syncro on

" the upper Tour ratios, but has Torsaken

frant disc brakes (the new Z inherited
drums from the Life sedan.)

Front suspension is straight from the
Life sedan, and its MacPherson struts

- are iocated by transversa links, tension

rocds and anti-roll bar. An automatic
transmission is also offered in the new
Z range.

A brief rice in the single carb Custom
model confirmed that the new Z was

- quite a pleasant and agile runabout. s

engine revved quite happily to its
maximum power pm -~ 8500 —
without fuss.

4-DR SCAMP HERE!

ON the focal scene, MODERN MOTOR has

just spotted a four-doar Scamp — the Life
- here in Australia. We believe it’s under

evatuation for our market and may bhe here
by mid-year {1972}, if it comas, it coutd
revolutionise the smali car market. It's the
watercooled version of course,




wild NEW trendsetter from
the hottest auto engineers

in the world!

The NOW car — all new — designed expressly for quick moving fun-fovers
... ZOT by Honda. Not just a swept up, dolled up version of a straight car
— but a car that moves in your world . ., 20T, zaniest shape on wheels . . .
ZOT with all the goodies built in as standard . . : ZOT, the scene stealer is
here now! Come and see the wild ane . . . test drive HONDA Z (the ZOT car).

B Fully adjustable, reclining front bucket seats B Rear bench seat folds for extra luggage space
window lifts and stays up for long loads — surfboards etc. B All synchromesh 4 speed gear box W Front wheel
drive B Waterproofed, aircooled, overhead-camshaft 4 stroke engine B Fully instrumented dash B8 2 speed
wipers/washers B Heater demister @ Seat belts. B In fact every “extra” is standard on Honda Z.

B Balanced rear

Test drive HONDA Z now... and feel what it’s like to Zot past ordi-
nary cars...enjoy sophisticated fun at your Honda dealers now!

NSW Distributors QLD Distributors VIC Distributors
Bennett Honda Pty, Ltd., 286-298 Bennett Honda Py, Ltd. Honda Australia Pry. Lid.,
Princes Highway, Banksia: 599 4666 Bickham and Bridge Street, 292 Johnson Street,

127 William Street, Sydney; 31 0700 Valley; 8T h403. 814-824
31 5183, 330 Parramatta Road, Burwood;
746113,

Abbotsford, 419 2525
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