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The 600 version of the Scamp has
the performance and refinement
which were missing from the 360,
but it is still very noisy, according

to Peter Robinson.

ONDA is the man whe sets the

pace in the Japanese motor in-
dustry, Hig company is only the fourth
largest in Japan, bub it js the most
feared and respected and when you
Iook at his fabulous success in the
field of motor cycles you can under-
stand why. Honda’s entry info the Mini
car world with the 380 Scamp didn't
really worry people like BIMC or Fiat,
who until then had been the largest
manufacturers of very small cars, Fiat
re-infroduced the 500 in Australia, but
on a world wide basis the Scamp
didn't cause much glarm although its
sales in Japan were stagzering.

Mot so with the 600 we have just
tested. BLMC Australia has prepared
comprehensive literature for its dealers
pointing out all the advanfages it

‘beleves the Mini has over the 600.

Honda gre still on the ground floor so
far as sales of cars in Australin are
concerned and it is a good month if
150 wvehicles are sold. But if the 1300
model does come here next year, and
T think it will, then this figure could
be doubled, tripled or guadrupled in-
side six months as long ag the price is
right,

If the opposition is a little concerned

at the 600 then it must be shaking at
the knees at the thought of the 1300,

At the moment the 360 is outbselling

“the 600 two-to-one, probably because

its low price gives il a big advantage
over other smal] cars whereas the 600
at $1698 (the 360 is $1397) is selling
against the Mini and the cheaper Dat-
sun 1000s and the much bigger and
more conventional Corolla, 'Forana and
Corting are only a couple of hundred
dollars more. Even against such stlff
opposition the 600 has plenty to offer.

It is more than just the 360 with a
bigger engine, There have been a num-
ber of important changes made to in-
crease the overall appeal of the car
even if the generaj layout is much the
same. Like the 360, the 600 uses an
all-alloy vertical, air-cooled twin
engine with chain-driven single over-
head camshaft driven from the centre
of the crankshaft, thus providing four

main bearings as well as ensuring
enough space for cooling air hetween
the eylinders. Also chain driven is the
primary shaff of the gearbox so that
the drive reduction is in two stages of
2050 (before the cluteh) and 3037 as

" the conventional fina} drive ratic,

With a bore and stroke of T4.0 mum
and €9.6 nun {compared with the 360's
62,5 mm and 57.8 mm) it has a capacity
of 5984 ce or 365 cubic inches (the
360's capacity is 35¢ cc) and produces
45 php at 7000 rpm angd 40 it 1b, of
torque at 5500 rpm. On the 600 the fan
belt pulley is on the oifside of the
engine outhoard of the generator; there
is a separate starier ring and the
starter iz mounied just below the
jockey pulls, The 380 has a composite
generator/starter and the fan pulley
is on the nearside of the engine at the
opposite end to the 600,

The 600 also has a serve for its front
disc brakes (the 360 uses druums) and
this has necessitated moving the spare
wheel from _its position above the
engine to a fray under the boot where
it sticks out @ 1lttle, so a deeper
bumper bar has heen provided fo
cover the extension. On the outside
there are the inevitable badge changes
and the 600 has ils own grille and a
bit more chrome work, It s, if you
Imow your Hondas, quite easy to dis-
tinguish. from the 360,

Inside the changes are even more
marked. The latest 600, known as the
800G for the early models were vir-
tually identical to the 360 inside, has
carpets,, a console for the gearchange,
circular” instruments on an imitation
wooden dashboard, a sporty looking
steering wheel with leather steerinig
wheel glove,  and two sun visors, A
very neat pushbutton radio is a dealer-
installed option. The matching 100 mph
speedometer and 8000 rpm tachometer
with a smaller fuel gaupge between them
are easy to Tead and well 1t The
speedometer also contains o trip meter.

The heater is a simple push-pull
affalr on the passenger side of a con-
sole which runs from just in front of
the handbrake, between the seats, to
the dashboard with the gearchange
lever halfway between the floor and
the deshboard, The direction of the
gir flow is conirolled by moving &
slide ahove the radio. The glove box is
of a reascnable gize and there is room
for mafches and cigarettes in tiny

-cubby holes ab the base of the console

and at the extreme right of the dash-
board. A passenger’'s grab handle is
incorporated in the padded dashboard
surround and matching this on the
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